NSA Virginia Policy Statement

Marketing and Sales Activities at NSA Virginia Events

Whereas NSA Virginia is a local gathering of National Members and a place for aspiring professional speakers to learn and to grow their businesses, it is an understandably attractive venue for individuals from inside and outside the chapter to market their goods and services.  
Chapter leadership recognizes the value of Members, Affiliates and Guests learning about one another and helping each other grow our respective businesses.  With that said, the direct marketing and sales of Members, Affiliate and Guests to other Members, Affiliates and Guests has become an annoyance to some and discouraged participation in our programs.
To prevent this unintended consequence, while still encouraging fellowship and support, the Board has adopted this policy and the guidelines below to give clear parameters so that all Members, Affiliates and Guests fully experience the benefits of our association.
1. A “marketing table”* will be designated at each chapter meeting for NSA Members (not Affiliates or Guests) to display their marketing materials.  

a. These materials can be any reasonable length but must be limited in size to 8½ x 11 inches.

b. Members placing materials cannot “staff” the table or use this venue to personally pitch their products.
c. Materials should be picked up at the end of each meeting, or they will be disposed of by the leadership team.

2. Announcements “from the floor” will only come from members of the leadership team as these will be related to the business of the chapter only.

3. “Bragging rights” will not include sales pitches, per se, only descriptions of accomplishments and standard descriptions of business offerings, respectively.  If a Member, Affiliate or Guest wishes to learn more or engage someone for services, it will be up to the potential buyer to initiate such contact and discussion after hearing such descriptions.
4. The exchange of business cards is encouraged, but they must be treated with respect.  Specifically, those in receipt of business cards should not add contact information to email lists without the giver providing “opt-in” permission.  This is to prevent Members, Affiliates and Guests from being “spammed” by unwanted newsletters or unrequested marketing materials. 
These guidelines do not apply to guest speakers who are permitted to sell products on site in return for their speaking and training services at chapter meetings.  Also, separate guidelines will be provided for any officially sanctioned sponsorship opportunities. 

* By allowing the placement of marketing materials, NSA Virginia does not imply endorsement of said products or services, and this will be duly noted by signage on the marketing table.  If anyone has questions about the policy or what is appropriate, they should feel free to contact a Board member.
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